We take as an operating assumption that the postrelease capabilities of the family will be directly influenced by the state of the family prior to the offender's involvement with the criminal justice system and by the experiences the family has in that system as the offender proceeds through it from arrest to release. Probably the best predictor of the family's potential to rehabilitate the offender is the strength of existing family relationships prior to the offender's arrest. For many adults, the quality of the marital, common-law, or other significant emotional bond will shape both the response of the offender as well as that of the family to the enforced separation (Blackwell 1959, Morris 1965, Sack 1977), with stable relationships of longer duration being less likely to be terminated during the imprisonment period (Blackwell 1959).
The offender's role position within the family unit will also shape the family's ability to rehabilitate the offender. Age, sex, and marital and parental status are involved in the determination of one's role position within the family unit. The separation and return of youthful versus adult and male versus female offenders pose rather different problems for the family. Moreover, the centrality of the role position occupied within the family should be positively related to the family's ability to reengage the offender, such that the more central the position, the more potent or effective the familial influences in rehabilitation.
The literature on the impact of incarceration on families provides some clues about the likely effect on the family's subsequent potential for rehabilitative effectiveness of the offender's filling one of the following three role positions within the family system: male family head, female family head, and youthful male nonhead. Let us look briefly at each in turn. The married adult male offender has often served as head of the household and as the primary economic provider for the family. The incarceration experience deprives the male offender of active involvement in each of these roles, which can weaken his ties to the family during his imprisonment. His absence may also be highly stressful for his spouse, as she is forced to assume an additional set of role responsibilities. Obviously, additional factors such as the family's socioeconomic status and the husband's prior income would influence the economic resources available to the offender's family during his incarceration. that tingage the offender in intrafamilial ex-
